Introduction
Muslim women in Europe who wear Islamic head and face coverings encounter social and practical problems on a day to day basis while they go about their ordinary lives. The headscarf/hijab is a complex communicative symbol but some see it as 'the' symbol of the Islamisation of Europe.
2 It has become the subject of political controversy and legal challenges in jurisdictions across the continent. Veiling issues can be analysed from a variety of perspectives, but the focus here is predominantly a legal one, aimed at presenting an overview of how the Muslim veiling issue is developing across Europe. 3 In particular, it examines the wearing of the Islamic headscarf/hijab and variants thereof. 4 Developments on the veiling issue continue to take place across a number of European states, 5 and it is not possible to cover the details of all of them here. Rather the aim is to comment on what appear to have been the most signifi cant national and pan-European legal developments and proposals during 2006-2008. 6 Section 2 briefl y considers Muslim veiling in general. Section 3 examines how veiling cases have been considered by national courts and international human rights bodies, concentrating on developments between 2006 and 2008. For comparative purposes there is some reference to non-Muslim cases that raise analogous issues. Section 4 notes the role of the margin of appreciation in explaining different legal and human rights outcomes. Section 5 locates the important themes in the debates on veiling, and locates them within broader contemporary political and philosophical debates. 7 Section 6 contains some concluding comments.
Muslim Veiling
The wearing of the Islamic headscarf/hijab can be seen as part of an individual's expression of cultural or religious identity. 8 Some Muslim girls and women clearly regard wearing the hijab as part of their individual and group identity. 9 In the leading case of ahin v. Turkey, the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights noted that, "[t]hose in favour of the headscarf-hijab see wearing it as a duty and/or form of expression linked to religious identity . . .". 10 Philosophical justifi cations for freedom of religion in terms of self-development, self-determination, and individual autonomy may parallel those for freedom of expression. However, there is arguably a weaker philosophical argument for its contributing to the democratic process. 11 The act
